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AGE 

§ 435.520 Age requirements for the 
aged. 

The agency must not impose an age 
requirement of more than 65 years. 

[58 FR 4929, Jan. 19, 1993] 

§ 435.522 Determination of age. 
(a) Except as specified in paragraphs 

(b) and (c) of this section, in deter-
mining age, the agency must use the 
common-law method (under which an 
age reached the day before the anniver-
sary of birth). 

(b) For families and children, the 
agency must use the popular usage 
method (under which an age is reached 
on the anniversary of birth), if this 
method is used under the State’s AFDC 
plan. 

(c) For aged, blind, or disabled indi-
viduals, the agency must use the pop-
ular usage method, if the plan provides 
under § 435.121, § 435.230, or § 435.330, for 
coverage of aged, blind, or disabled in-
dividuals who meet more restrictive 
eligibility requirements than those 
under SSI. 

(d) The agency may use an arbitrary 
date, such as July 1, for determining an 
individual’s age if the year, but not the 
month, of his birth is known. 

[58 FR 4929, Jan. 19, 1993] 

BLINDNESS 

§ 435.530 Definition of blindness. 
(a) Definition. The agency must use 

the same definition of blindness as used 
under SSI, except that— 

(1) In determining the eligibility of 
individuals whose Medicaid eligibility 
is protected under §§ 435.130 through 
435.134, the agency must use the defini-
tion of blindness that was used under 
the Medicaid plan in December 1973; 
and 

(2) The agency may use a more re-
strictive definition to determine eligi-
bility under § 435.121, if the definition is 
no more restrictive than that used 
under the Medicaid plan on January 1, 
1972. 

(b) State plan requirement. The State 
plan must contain the definition of 
blindness, expressed in ophthalmic 
measurements. 

§ 435.531 Determinations of blindness. 
(a) Except as specified in paragraph 

(b) of this section, in determining 
blindness— 

(1) A physician skilled in the diseases 
of the eye or an optometrist, whichever 
the individual selects, must examine 
him, unless both of the applicant’s eyes 
are missing; 

(2) The examiner must submit a re-
port of examination to the Medicaid 
agency; and 

(3) A physician skilled in the diseases 
of the eye (for example, an ophthalmol-
ogist or an eye, ear, nose, and throat 
specialist) must review the report and 
determine on behalf of the agency— 

(i) Whether the individual meets the 
definition of blindness; and 

(ii) Whether and when re-examina-
tions are necessary for periodic rede-
terminations of eligibility, as required 
under § 435.916 of this part. 

(b) If an agency provides Medicaid to 
individuals receiving SSI on the basis 
of blindness, this section does not 
apply for those individuals. 

[43 FR 45204, Sept. 29, 1978, as amended at 44 
FR 17937, Mar. 23, 1979] 

DISABILITY 

§ 435.540 Definition of disability. 
(a) Definition. The agency must use 

the same definition of disability as 
used under SSI, except that— 

(1) In determining the eligibility of 
individuals whose Medicaid eligibility 
is protected under §§ 435.130 through 
435.134, the agency must use the defini-
tion of disability that was used under 
the Medicaid plan in December 1973; 
and 

(2) The agency may use a more re-
strictive definition to determine eligi-
bility under § 435.121, if the definition is 
no more restrictive than that used 
under the Medicaid plan on January 1, 
1972. 

(b) State plan requirements. The State 
plan must contain the definition of dis-
ability. 

§ 435.541 Determinations of disability. 
(a) Determinations made by SSA. The 

following rules and those under para-
graph (b) of this section apply where an 
individual has applied for Medicaid on 
the basis of disability. 
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